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STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY 

This facsimile transmission is an Officii U.S, Government document which may contain infomiatlon whi* is privileged and 
confidenti^. It is intended only for use of the recipient named above, if you are not tlw intended recipient, any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this document is strictly prolnibited. If this document is neceivBd in ennor, you are requested ta 
immediately notify the send^ at the above indicated telephone number and return the entire dtxument in an envelops 
addressed to: 
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RO. Box 1460 

AlAifAnrlria 77:^^M AFiCl 
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Paper No. 


Notice of Non-Cnmpliant Amendment (Voluntary Revised Practice) 

Official G^^Z^fZI^J^o M?!'^ , ""^'^ '"'""'^y ''''"^ P"«i=« g-''«='«'es'. pubiisiicd i„ O.c 

Sy SjiS m?i??;r^^^^ /JOWW.... 1267 Off Gazette . docs „ J filly 

with tJic guidelines of Ui? voZS^ rcwlci aSc^^^^^^^^ . tlic an^cndmcu u, be eniacd. il n.usl eiUicr (1) comply 

C2r /l. A complete listing of all of the claims is not present in the aniendment paper. 

^ 2. TTic listiag of claims docs not include Uie toci of all claims cuirently under examination. 

3, The claims of this ameadment papa- have not been presented in ascending numerical order, 
Jetltint^ '"""^'^ ' ^tus of each claim cannot be 


□ 
□ 


□ 5. Otlier: 


LIE: Check one of the following box^: 

Of the revised ameodme^t practice or currmt 37 CFR m I FaSJ e to 
™2ir7 ™ 37 CFR 1 . 1 2 1 practice or with the voluntary practice wiU result in non-entr/ of the 

and ocammaaon on the merits wiU commmce without a,try7f L originally prop^cS ^S^^rT 
^endmeot. TTus not«:e .snot an action under 35 U.S. C 132, and this ONE MO^Th tkiSfs SS^"^^ 

apSss^i™?sirotoN^^^^^^ 

■ amenC^E^Iilj -^-.u l^ MONTH from tlie.mmhng of this notice within.vrfiich.to re-submit an 
abandonment; EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD ARE AVAILABLE UNDER 37 CFR 1, 136(a). 

[ Signed bv Team T.eadpr | 

TeamLcader 




h1fp://www.uiyto , i^v/web/pfficfep/m<^darih/oria/p n^pnnH^ ■ 


March 26, 2003 
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The United States Patent and Trademark Office 
lias changed certain mailing addresses! 

Effective May 1, 2003 

M^^J!! e?*?^®!* provided in this flyer after May 1 , 2003 for any correspondence with the 
Unrted States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) in patent-related mattera to 
organizations reporting to the Commissioner for Patents. 

?£?SJ »JSEtiie Washington DC 20231 and P.O. Box 2327 Arlington. VA 22202 addresses 
S5 '"^ correspondence with the USPTO even th4se old addresses are 

indica edin tfie accompanying Office action or Notice or in any other action notiS matenal 
form, instruction or other Information. ' 

CoijBspondenoe in patent-related matters to organizations reporting to the Commissioner 
for Patents must D^be addres§gd_to: _ ^ _ . . " _!!'*^ 


Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 




Special Mail Stop designations to replace Special Box designations 

SLtente ^"rfr^^il^S?^;*^ "^"^^ *^ ''P^^'^' B^'^ designations for 

"MaH Stop n ^ corresponding Mail Stop designations (e.g., "Box 4" will now be 

For former information, see Correspondence with the United States Patent and Trademark 

onTe Slp?S'fw.Jr^^^^ ^ "^Py /=fec/e^//?ag/s/ernotfc^s Iv^ilable 

on the USPTO s web site at htto://www.us Qto.QovAveb/mRnu/current.htmWmf ,i.;tPr 

?J'2*"?.e^^Sf^'^!^° mailing adaresses (See PateHts - specific) will be available 
on the USPTO's web site on April 1 5. 2003 at http://www usDto qov/maiiVcQntacts htm 

Persons filing correspondence with the Office should check the rules of practice, the Official 
Q^m or the Office s Internet Web site (www.uspto qov^ to determine the appropriite^ress 
and Mail Stop Designation (if applicable) for all correspondence being delivered to the USPTO 
via the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

Questions regarding the content of this flyer should be directed to the Inventor Assistance 
Center at (703) 308-4357 or toll-free at 1-800-786-9199. 
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Atiactaeit rorfTOM (lUv. OlAt, or ctHler) 

The below text repUces the pre-priotcd text under th^ h^jillbt, 
^iMhrmt^ OA How to Effect Onwing Chaoses.*! on tfii^litek 
ofthe PTOMI (Rev. or etrHer) form. 

WrOIMATlON ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING CHANCES 


New coffimi dmfia|i muK bt AM with ^1^^ 


rbttiiDilinMi^MActtdNipiplcMiM. IfwiiiftnMiMit 
jfiixiilil ii mm >■ iUlmJ m in flma nf nth ifciM inJ ii iiiiiil MiMihilhi'inii 

Jniiwtwei M i lM JMIH leOMtiiyittomtE MONm I 




«irmitiiiiiniMri»*ipis«UM«r}7Cfaijs6(tf#^^^ 


btiWitaMinttpMriiidiii ^ 


«hiOneM 

»« CtfTtrtifi td li i' tfcf lafanMUdw Ntticd b!r OfiflipcfMii §• hm rro- 
'til. . 

All dMfH w dii 4nttn$p. oilier ihm iofenniliiits lioted K ilw 6fiAtjp«riaA.- : 
MCStb* Midi ill thi«mtmiiui«rMttovtcxc«^ihtt. ^ormitty. khifMiyhM 
(pnfcraMy (td iiiki tkcfdi ol'ilw diintcs to be ineorporMM imo the tit», 
dn»n«p, MISST be approved by iht. tjumintr b«t'ore it)< .ippiicuioii will be 
«now«d. No changes v^..; be pcrtniucd to be made, othtr tmn correction oi' 
informalittes. unlesf the cxa'mmcr has approved (he prooo^cc .'haittfes 

Timinf of Cerrcctieni 

Applicant is required lo submit the drauintf cor-iciion> mihtn ih^ 
cime tt^ftod tft ih thf »TtMhed Office communicaiu^n Sec r CFR 
I 85(3) 

Failure to take corrective action wulun ihc ■>({ pe; ^^ill re>uli \t\ 
ABA.NDONNIEM .M ihc jpplic.ic.'.i 
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Revised Notice* 

\ AMENDMENTS MAY NOW BE SUBMITTED IN REVISED FORMAT 

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) is permitting applicants to submit amendmcnte in a revised 
fomiat as set forth below. Further details of this practice are described in AhfENDMENTS IN A REVISED FORMAT 
NOWPERMFJTED.Siffi^ January 31, 2003, expected to be published in Official Gasene on February 25, 2003 
(Notice posted on the Office's web site at 

htto://www.Ufflrto.gov/weh/offices/pac/dapp/oDla/oreognoticc/r evamdto ), The revised amendment 
forniai is essentially the same as the amendment format that the Office is considering adopting via a revision to 
37 CFR 1.121 (Manner of Making Amendments). The revision to 37 CFR 1.121 (if adopted) will simplify amendment 
submission and improve file management. The Office plans to adopt such a revision to 37 CFR 1 .< 2 1 by July of 2003, 
at which point compliance with revised 37 CFR M21 will be mandatory. 

Effective immediately, aU^pl^^^ may submit amendments in reply to Office actions using (he following format. 
Participants in the Office's electronic file v^apper prototype* receiving earlier notices of the revised practice may also 
employ dte procedures set out below. 

1 REVISED FORMAT OF AMENDMENTS 


Each flection of m Amendment (e.g*, Claim Amtodmoits, Speciftcodon Amendments, Drawing Amendmeiits, and 
Remafltt)aliouldfa^inonA$e|Mniesb^ For example^ in an amendment oratsimng a.) tfrtrodoctoiy comnients, b.) 
amembne^ to thechima^ c) amendments tothe specifraation, and d.) i«niiks«cadi of t^Mse aecttooimiM.bc^ on 
a sepnrie aheeL lUs will fkilHaie the process of separately indming and scaninig ofeaelxpaft ofan nieiiddient 
document fiEV irfaconem in an electronic file wrapper. 

Two ymOmm rf nyaiM imttfa^ no iongef minircd; 

The cnmit m|ilitiMit In 37 CFR l*121(b) nnd (c) to proWde two versions (a cleu vet^ nnd n nurknd np 
veiaiott) of ttch i ^be ement ptngmphf section or cbim wiQ be waived wbere an amendment it submitted in 
revtaed fonnat belo^. The requirements for anbstitnte spccificationi under 37 CFR 1J25 will be retained. 

An^ndmentf ^ ftt ^Iflfr*^ ^ / ' v V 

Each amendment dqoumoit.tikat includes a change to an existing claim, or sid>mission of a new claim, nnst inclvde a 
eompMe Dstlq; of aU claiflaa in the appliciation., After each claim number^ the stams must be indicated in a 
parenthettcd expresstiDn, and die text of each claim under examination (with maikings to show current changes) must 
be presetted. The listing Will Serve to replace all prior versions of the claims'in the application. 

( 1 ) The GuiTcnl attatus of all of the claims in-the application, tnclndtng any^prcvioosty canceled <^ wididtawn' 
claims, must be given. Status is indicated in a parenthetical expression following the claim number by one or 
the following: (original), (currently amended), (previously amended^ (canceled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously added), (reinstated - formerly claim # J, (previously reinstated), (re-presented - formerly 
dependent claim 0« (previously re-presented). The text of all pending claims under examination must be 
submitted each time any claim is amended. Canceled and withdrawn claims should be indicated by only the 
claim niunber and status. 

(2) Altclaims being currently amended must be presented with markings to indicate the changes that have been 
made relative to the immediate prior version. The changes in any amended claim should be shown by 
strikethrough (for deleted matter) or underlining^^r added matter)>An accompanying clean version is not 
required and should not be presented. Only claims of the status "currently amended" will include markings. 

(3) The text of pending claims not being amended musi be presenied in clean version, v.t^, without any markings, 
/^ny claim text presented in clean version will constitute an assertion that it has not been changed relative to 
the immediate prior version. 


^ The OfTicc's Ekctronic File Wrapper proiorvpe prog;am is described in LSPTO ASSOLSCLS PROTOTYPE OF IMAGE 
PROCESSISC, 1265 OJf, Ga:. Pat. Office 87'<D«. I ^002) i"Proior>pc Announcement"), and applies only to An Units 1634. 
2827 and 2834' 


n*.^^ r^* ^^:»;.,« ,vWK ill nfrno -i/^ilAn* Kv til TTt i<>\r(*nt An t'nln S^W ^H?'' inH ?8^4^ 
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(4) A claim being canceled muiiv ae listed in the claim listing with the status iow^dfier ""canceled'*; the text of the 
claim must not be presented. Providing an instruction to ^^ancel is optional!,^., ■ : 

(5) Any claims added by^endment must be presented in the claim listing witti^ status ide^atiftex "(i^^v/)'': the 
text of t^e claim must not be underlined, - v/f , . 

(6) All of the claims in the claim listing must be piesente<) inascending numeric^ order. Consecutive b^celed, 
or not entered, claims may be aggregated into one stat^ent (e.g., Claimsl.^,5 (canceled)). ... .1; !: ; 

Example of listing of claims fuse of the word "claim" before the claiin number ts* optidnaiV: • • 
.Claims 1-5 (canceled)-. V* V'"* ? '"'T' -••-^o 'C'-y-r"^'- \\.as^ 

Claim 6 (pn^vi^ly presented): A bucket with a handle. ■ . . • . - i : ; . . r : r ^ ; > 
Claim 7 (witbdrawjii): A hm(Ue coau>rising an elongafcS wire;, ; |* \ ' ' 

Claim 8 (withdrawn): The handle of claim 7 further comprising si i^a^ 

Claim 9 (currently amended): A Ducket with a ^^en handle. 

Claim 10 (original): The bucket of claim 9 herein the handle is made of wo^^ 

Claim 11 (canceled) 

Claim 12 (wrt entered) ^^^.^ 

Claim 13 (new): A bucket with plastic sides and bottom. 

B) Amendmpi^ ^9 tf^ mmfiyatiffW; 

Amendments to the specification, includic^tbe abstract, must be made by vptesenting a rq)lacement piragraph or 
section or abstract marked up. to show changes made relative to the immediate prior version; An accompanying clean 
version is not required and shoi^d not 6e presented. Newly added paragraphs or sections^ including a new abstract 
(instead of a replacement abstract); must not be underlined/ A r^lacement or new ab^iact must be submitted on a 
separate sheet, 37 CFR 1,72, If a substimte specification is being submitted to incorporate extensive amendments, 
both a clean version (^ch will be eoterecO and a marked up version must be submitted as per 37 CFR 1 . 125. 

The changes in any replacement paragraph or section, or subistitute specification' must lie sho\l^ by underlining (for 
added nurttcr) or stiikeihixmg^ (for dd<^ (1) &r ddetwnoff^ischiu^ fewer, 

douhbs hrach^'mav he used fferborlD: and (2) if sirikeihtoiifh canniaie easUp'iH^^ of 
the number ^4** or certain tmneiuatUm marksh double brackets must be used ilkf.iff4/ni As dn aUimatPfe to 
usins double hitekds. however, extra pordtms of text may he included before a^ gfta* text beinsF delete, all in 
strikeArou^k folhwed Bv ipduiBn^ and undirlining the extra text with the dedred chanse (e.g:, mmhi^r 4 on 

num^^rMg^ *v:: . " . , ' , ... ■ . ^ ; ^^ii. 

Q AffiCTrfn^eat^ tp drawing fiCTSBB 

Drawing changes must be made by presenting rq)kicement figures which incorporate the desired changes and which 
comply with 37 CFR L84. An expUt . ^ , , : either, in.the d4awing amendments, 

or remarks, section of the amendment ahu J ' . u markea^o k^pv of one or more of the /Inures 

being amended, with annotations. Any rq^lacement drawing sheet must be identified in the too margin as 
"Retdacement Sheef" and include all of the figures {qppearing on the imrnedi^ prior version of the sheet, even 
th<nigh only one figure may be amended. Anv marked^p (annotatedi coov showine chanf^es must be labeled 
*^Annotated Marked^p Drawinfs^ and accompany the replacement sheet in the amendment (e.^., as an appendix) . 
The figure or figure number of the amended drawing(s) roust not be labeled as ''amended." If the changes to the 
drawing figuie(s) are not accepted by the examiner, ^licam will be notified of any required corrective action in the 

next OSise ootion. No ftmhv drawing eabnusiioii will bs rsquirfldi unltfs appUcant is notified. 

Queitiofti regarding the lubmiiiion of dunendmenta purvuam to the revised practice set ftirth in tblf flysr ihduld bd 
diraetfid to: Elizabeth Dougherty or Geita Jo&es, Legal Advisors, or Joe NvwvagOi Scniof Sp^ial P^^etB EmiiiiiL 

Offlee of Paxott Legal Administration, by o-mail to patontpragtjflerffl&uspte ^i^Y or by phoM it (703) 303' 1 6 1 6. 


Rev: i (07/24/03) Rycr for mailing with all Ofike actions by all TC% 
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REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE: 37 CFR 1.121 CHANGED 
COMPLIANCE IS MANDATORY - Effective Date: July 30, 2003 

All ameadments filed on oc after the effective date noted above must comply with revised 37 CFR 1 . 12 L See Final 
Rule: Changes To implement Electronic Maintenance of Official Patent Application Records (6S Fed. Reg: 
38611 (June 30, 2003), posted on the Office's wdasite at: httpV/wivw.uspto.pov/yyeb/patents/ifiv/ 
with related infoimation. Tie amendment practice set forth in revised 37 CFR 1 . 12 1. and desaibed below, replaces 
the vobmtaiy revised amendment format available to ^Ucan^ ^OTE; STRICT 

COMPLIANCE WITH THE REVISED 37 CFR 1.121 IS REQUIRED AS OF THE EFtTSCTIVE DATE < July 
30» 2003). Hie Office will notify applicants of amendments that are not accq^ted because they do not comply with 
revised 37 CFR L121 via a Notice of Non-Conq)liant Amendment See KlPEP 714,03 (Rev. 1, Feb. 2003). The non- 
compliant section(s) will have to be cwiected and Ihc entire corrected section(s) resubmitted witfiin a set period 

. Bofrf underlined kaHc font h as been used bdaw to higkaght the major differences between the revises* ^7 CFR 
hl21 and the valttntarv revised amen dment format thai appdeanis could use since February. 2003. 
Nrte: The an^ndmentpFadice fot reissues and reexaminatioii proceedings, exc^t for drawings, has not changed. 

_ REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE . 

L Begin each section nf an am^ ^ m ent dc^nment on a seoargte sheet: 

Each section of an a mendment document {e.g, , Spedficadcm Amendments, Claim Amendments^ Drawing 
Ammdm»tS, and Remarks) nnist begin on a sq»arate sheet Starting each separate section on a new p$ige will 
&dljtatetfiei»ocess of sqwately indexing and scanning each section of an amendmoit document for pdacement in an 
image file wrq)per« 

n. Two veraiogs of amended partfs^ no lo nger regnired: 

37 CFR 1.121 his been revised to no longer renuirft two versions (a dean version and a marked np version)^of 
each rqylaceomt pari^aph or section^ or amended claim* Note, however^ the requirements for a clean 
version and i marked up vmion for anbrthnte specifications nndiir 37 CFR L12S haye been retained 

A\Am«dmt|t|^nfi»f^ftitiy; 

Each aiMndmem dorament that incbdes a change to an existii^ claim, cancellation of a claim or subniission of a new 
claim, iati9tmda(kaeom|de(clistittgofaUdain^ 

s faWsn aist be indicated in apaienthet^ esqmssicm, and the text of each pending claim (whh markings to show 
SsssA changes) most be pieseuted. The clattns in the listing will replace all pirior claims in tiie application. 

(1) The Qumt staois of all 6f Ae claims m the s^pUcation, ii^hiding any previously, canceled, not entered or 
wididiawn claims, must be given in. a parenthetical expression following the claim number using only one of 
the Mowing seven stams tdentifievs: (original), (currently amended), (canceled), ^withdrawn), (new), 
fprevioush nresentedi and {not aUeredL The text of all pending claims, indudinif withdrawn dmms. must 
be submitted each time any daim is ammded, CatKsclcd and not entered claims must be indicated bv only 
^ clahn nundio^ and status, wrOKmt presoning 

(2) The text of all claims ^y^g fT"^^ *itlv amended must be presented in the claim listing with markii^ to indicate 
tile changes tfiat tun^ beei^made relative to the iiuxaediate prior version. The changes m aiiy amended claim 
mnst be shown tqr underlining (for added matter) or strikethrough (for deleted matter) with 2 exceptions : ( I ) 
far dekdm of fhe characters or fewer, double brackets may be used feg., Ueroorin: and (2) if 
strtkdhrmiph canma be easily !>ercdved fag., deletion of the number ""4** or certain punctuation marksL 
double bracket s must be used f&g.. ffdin. As an altemative to using double brackets, haweven extra 
msrAtms of text mm be induded before and after text bang deleted, all in strikethrough. followed by 
indu&tp and underlining the extra text with the desired change (e.g., number 4 as number 14 as) . An 
accoirqianyiog clean version is not required and should not be presented. Only claims of the status ^'currently 
amouled,*^ and 'Svithdrawn*' that are being amended, may include markings. 

(3) The text of pendmg claims not being currentlv amended > including withdrawn claims, must be presented in 
the claim listing in clean version, Le.^ without any markings. Any claim text presented in clean version will 

i constitute an assertion that it has not been changed relative to the inmiediate prior version except to omit 
^ markings that may have been present in the inunediate prior version of the claims. 

Rev, 3 (07/24/03) , Ryer for mailine with all ()ffice actions bv all TCs 
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(4) A claim may be canceled by merely providing an instruction to cancel Listing a claim as'caticded Will . ' ' 
constitute an instruction to cancel.:; Any claims added by amendment must be indicated j^Sjfiiewla^^ 
beimderlincd. ' . '* \' '^T?^^^ 

(5) All of the claims in each ^cndmeni paper must be prescnie* iri'as:cerfiHng noiiierii^l^ife^'^^ 
canceled or withdrawn cUims ^av be aggregated ihro one statement (e;^; craSs^V:^^^ ■ 



Claims i-i5'i^cijicd^ 
Claim 6 (withdrawn) 
Claim 7 (previously amended): A bucket with a hartdle' 


with.a;^«wlt& • . ■ =^ . z-:^^^ • ? 


Ctaim 9 (withdrawn) 

Claim 10 (original): The bucket of claim 8 wii 
Claim I {(canceled) 

Claim 12 (re-presoMed - Ajnoerly dependent claim^ 1) A black bgctet widi«ywd^^i^^ 
.-^jClabnUCpiwio^ 

Claim 14 (new): A bucket wHbirfastk si • .'v. ^Vr^'i, ::;;X;;^^^^ 

AiueadiDeafvtotiie q>ecificatidii tniist Iw made by pvesentip^a repJafifSflmkiHtf 
ffianges made idatiy9.tp.dw imoiediate^rioir yn^^^ An KWte^iia^^^i^^ 

he presented. If a aubittaito spec^ 

vnvioa (wfakh win be enteted) and a mariced up version must be submitted as P« CMn^TjCTjP^^ . 

Q Amendaierta to driwHag fl»n««i .^ ^\ •■ " "U■:vji^^;Jf■:;^^^^ 

Dnwing dinges most be made by piesedting replacemeat «*ich ii|mpoiBfa<te.d6sireiSi^ 
ctwipiy with f 1.84. An exphn^lion of the chang^ Aiade must be piesej||(»j in tlie i^pjuto>«»»«rof«hi^^^ 
Anyi«placemertdiavra88heoUnustincludeall,QCtte 

even though only one figure may be amended. The figure or |igurv numbet of ti»aineiktedd^ n^r^ < ' 

labeled as "amended." Ifihe chaiige^'to the;drtwinfrfigui*(:s):^^^^ ly the wiinu^wlicii^^ ■ ' 

notified of w requiredconectiveattion mWHe^^ 

unless applicant is notified.'".' .,v--\ 'r*V.-.^v-^:-.-. , • -.-.K^^-Z^^^^^^^m^^S^ 



'•^•/i/' r-..'. "Hi 

• RflVlsd Noilee: See Sec. B) for chan^ifj fibiin^ld subiiituic ipecii1c3iion<and.S«;'. C)/i)f!chafe^ 


Flyer for nrnlUng wiih all Ornce oclloni by oil TCi (i\ccpi An L'niti 1634. 282? and 18341 


